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How do you build a new town?

The UK is facing a housing crisis. In response, the 
current government pays lip service to building a 
new generation of garden cities while the Lyons 
Housing Review proposes recapturing the spirit of 
post-war New Towns.

But are these models still relevant today? Were the 
political and social circumstances that brought the 
New Towns into existence an isolated instance? 
Or can we regain the capacity to imagine such a 
collective project? 

This year we will reinvent the New Town, from its 
economic and legal structures to its myths and 
customs, and propose new models for planned 
settlement.

STRUCTURE

Following last year’s model, this briefing document 
describes a series of projects and outputs to be 
undertaken by second year students, but involving 
first years at key points in parallel to their ‘Live 
Project’ workload. The briefs are therefore 
addressed to second years but should be of interest 
to all involved.

THE FIRST  TERM

Second years this year will design a new town  
(New New Town) across the three available terms. 
First years will design an ‘extension’ to an existing 
new town (Old New Town).

The task for second years across the first term is 
twofold:

-to research and understand precedents of planned 
settlements, in a manner that first years will also be 
able to pick up and use

-to begin the design of their own new town, but, for 
this term at least, solely through non-architectural 
means. This brief describes these means. 

Work produced for Briefs 2.1-2.3 will be shown at 
the RCA Work in Progress show.

BRIEF 2.1: ROAD TRIP & ROAD MOVIE

The year will begin with a series of road trips 
to New Towns in the UK. These trips will be 
undertaken both as a group and in pairs:

Road Trip Number 1: Letchworth Garden City & 
Milton Keynes (30/10/2014)
This trip will involve students and tutors and will 
take in two of the UK’s most radical/accomplished/
bizarre/banal 20th century planned settlements. 
With special guest Elly Ward.

Road Trip Number 2: Up to you
For this trip please split into pairs comprising one 
1st yr and one 2nd yr (approx). We would like you 
both to choose a new town to visit and to undertake 
research that will allow you to undertake the first 
two projects: Road Movie and A Rough Guide To…..

On the basis of this second trip, second years are 
asked to produce a short movie exploring an aspect 
of your chosen town(s): no shorter than a vine and 
no longer than a music video.

Use the medium of film, including new, self-
generated footage, to explore and analyse your 
chosen town, in a manner that communicates 
within the timeframe of the film only - i.e. the film 
works without introduction, like a music video.

All Road Movies must be uploaded using vimeo 
and posted on the ADS2 blog by 18 November.
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BRIEF 2.2: A ROUGH GUIDE  TO...

Produce a guide to your chosen new town(s). This 
guide can take any format you wish, , however 
the final guide must be made available on the 
ADS2 blog in digital format by 16 December. 
The information that you choose to include can 
be idiosyncratic, obscure, useful, whimsical, 
comprehensive, partial or even of questionable 
veracity, but it should be based on first-hand 
observation and be communicated in a manner that 
is comprehensible to a non-architectural audience. 

No matter how you interpret the term ‘guide’, you 
should aim to produce a high-quality, usable and 
verifiable product.

This work will be supported by seminars with 
the International New Towns Institute (Almere), 
Crimson Architectural Historians, and Gillian 
Darley, author of ‘Villages of Vision’ (1975).

The focus of this period of work will be on the 
political, cultural and economic conditions of the 
towns, both historically and in the present day, 
and on the processes and circumstances that 
brought them into being. These circumstances 
will be compared with global examples including 
the growth of new towns and cities in emerging 
economic super-powers such as China and India. 

BRIEF 2.3: NEW TOWN FOUNDATION MYTHS

The overring project for second years during the 
first term is to begin setting the conditions for their 
proposed new town and to begin designing it.

You will, for the time being, set aside architectural 
representation to concentrate on popular media: 
souvenirs, documents, public art, propaganda, and 
anything else deemed appropriate. This process 
will begin with the development of a narrative for 
the town’s existence, focusing on the economic and 
political circumstances of its formation as well as 
its aims, social make-up, sources of employment 
and spatial organisation.

Your focus will be on the town’s foundation: the 
conditions which brought it into being and the form 
that they took or resulted in. Your work will explore 
and represent the new town’s ‘foundation myths’; 
for example written charters, heraldry, costume, 
monuments, furniture, flags or promotional 
material, sports teams, customs, rituals, plaques, 
products, people, local delicacies, and indeed the 
myths themselves. Whatever the medium, each 
myth must be produced physically, ideally at 1:1 
scale, and recorded using a single photograph 
posted on the ADS2 blog by 16 December.

You are encouraged to make this design process 
as real (as in, in the world) as possible. Success 
will lie in your proposals’ potency in relation to the 
world we know and understand, its believability and 
narrative. Whatever you design - and this could be 
vast array of things or just one thing undertaken 
in great depth or detail - you will need to invest 
your founding myths with a tangible scenario that 
relates in someway to the realities of our time and 
place. Our fundamental question, ‘how do you build 
a new town?’, asks not only what architectural form 
and organisation, but also what form(s) of society, 
would be necessary to propose a new planned 
settlement in the UK.

You might ground your myths and conditions in 
changes that you can see in today’s society or 
which are imagined or proposed: patterns of work, 
family structures, life expectancy, communication, 
finance, political activity, sociability. Or you might 
observe and elaborate upon existing phenomena 
within policy and governance.

Whatever you do, aim for excellence in both 
production values and thinking!
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PROGRAMME

Week 5: 27 – 31 October (Across RCA)

Tues 28 PM All: Introduce 2nd Year Brief
  1st Year Live Project Tutorials
  (DK/CH)
Thurs 30 All: Road Trip (DK/CH)

All to undertake self-initiated road trips.

Week 6: 3 – 7 November

Tues 4 PM 1st Year Live Project Tutorials (CH)
Thurs 6  2nd Year Road Trip Review (DK/CH)
  Staff Meeting

Week 7: 10 – 14 November

Tues 11 PM  2nd Year Tutorials PM (DK)
Thurs 13  1st Year Sponsor Session (DK/CH)
  All: Gillian Darley Event

Week 8: 17 – 21 November

Tues 18  All: 2nd Year Review with Crimson/ 
  INTI & Lecture & Workshop 
Thurs  20 Tutorials PM (CH)

Week 9: 24 – 28 November

Tues 25  Tutorials PM (DK)
Thurs 27 8x8x8 (DK/CH)

Week 10: 1 – 5 December

Tues 2  Tutorials (DK/CH)  
Thurs 4  Tutorials PM (CH)

Week 11: 8 – 12 December (Live Project Jury Week)

Tues 9   2nd Year Tutorials PM (DK)
Thurs 11  1st Year Live Project Jury (DK/CH)
Fri 12  2nd Years Draft Brief Hand-in

Week 12: 15 – 19 December 

Tues 16  2nd Year Review (DK/CH/FW)
Thurs 18 Workshop: Financing a New Town  
  (FW/DK/CH/special guests)
Fri 19  2nd Year Thesis Brief Feedback
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BIBLIOGRAPHY / FILMOGRAPHY

New Towns and Planned Settlements
All That is Solid: The Great Housing Disaster. Danny 
Dorling. 
Alternative Communities in Nineteenth Century 
England. Dennis Hardy.
Arcadia For All: The :Legacy of a Makeshift 
Landscape.. Colin Ward & Dennis Hardy. 
Cities of Tomorrow. Peter Hall.
‘City in a Box’ (Volume Magazine #34) INTI.
A Clockwork Jerusalem.
The Containment of Urban England. Peter Hall et. al.
The County of London Plan & The Greater London 
Plan. Abercrombie et al.
City Fathers: The early history of town planning in 
Britain. Colin and Rose Bell.
The D-I-Y New Town. Colin Ward.
Harlow: The Story of a New Town. Sir Frederick 
Gibberd et al.
New Towns for the 21st Century. INTI.
NON-PLAN: Essays on Freedom, Participation and 
Change in Modern Architecture and Urbanism. 
Hughes, Jonathan and Simon Sadler (eds.)
Planning the Great Wen. Donald Foley.
A social history of Milton Keynes : Middle England/
edge city. Mark Clapson.
Utopian England. Dennis Hardy.
Villages of Vision. Gillian Darley.

Art
Folk Archive. Jeremy Deller and Alan Kane.
Nobson. Paul Noble.
A is for Building, B is for Architecture. Pablo 
Bronstein.
Lara Almarcegui, Ruth Beale, Francis Cape, 
Tacita Dean, Ryan Gander, Scott King, Alessandro 
Mendini, Heather & Ivan Morison.

Background Viewing
(either on-topic or useful film references)
2 ou 3 Choses Que Je Sais d’Elle. Jean-luc Godard. 
A13. William Raban.
Gregory’s Girl. Bill Forsyth.
Alice in the Cities. Wim Wenders.
The Battle of Orgreave. Jeremy Deller/ Mike Figgis.
Empire. Andy Warhol.
Gallivant. Andrew Kotting. 
Here We Go ‘Round The Mulberry Bush. Clive 
Donner. 
The Joy of Essex. Jonathan Meades.
London Orbital. Chris Petit and Iain Sinclair.
Nairn Across Britain. Ian Nairn.
Radio On. Chris Petit.
Reqiuem for a Village. David Gladwell. 
Rendezvous. Claude Lelouch.
Robinson in Space. Patrick Keiller.
Ship Hotel - Tyne Main. Philip Trevelyan (RCA)
The Way We Used to Live. Paul Kelly.
Three Hours From Here: An English Journey. 
Andrew Cross.
Where We Live Now: New Town Home Town. Colin 
Ward

Guides, Guidebooks, Oral History
Akenfield. Ronald Blythe.
Ask the Fellows Who Cut the Hay. George Ewart 
Evans.
Every Building on the Sunset Strip. Ed Ruscha.
Grand Urban Rules. Alex Lehnerer.
The Guide. David Knight.
‘The Guide’ (Volume Magazine #22)
A Guide to the New Ruins of Great Britain. Owen 
Hatherley
Guide to the Wastelands of the Lea Valley. Lara 
Almarcegui.
Homes for America. Dan Graham
Learning from Las Vegas. Venturi, Scott Brown, 
Izenour.
Local Code. Michael Sorkin.
Mechanical Operations in Cambourne. Helen 
Stratford.
Nairn’s London / Your England Revisited. Ian Nairn.
Occasional Sites. Anna Best.
The People of Providence. Tony Parker.
Postmodern Architecture in London. Pablo 
Bronstein.
The Stones of Venice. John Ruskin.
‘Ways to be Critical’ (Volume Magazine #36)


