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75 years ago this year, a parliamentary act 
enabled London councils, for the first time, to 
protect land from development by designating 
it as ‘Metropolitan Green Belt’. This apparently 
simple gesture, which aimed to limit and direct 
the growth of the city, led to the creation of 
a ring around London which continues to 
define not only London’s planning policy and 
growth, but also how the city is perceived, 
used and imagined. The result is a legislative 
space of exclusion, one that is defined by what 
it isn’t rather than what it is, what it prevents 
rather than what it contains.

Designed as part of Britain’s social-
democratic project, and sold as a collective 
vision for London’s future development, the 
Green Belt is increasingly represented not as 
a work of design but as a dumbly enforced 
constraint on development. Now, on the back 
of the Coalition’s pro-growth agenda, the 
belt is shrinking, with an area the size of the 
London Borough of Hounslow estimated to be 

built on over the coming 20 years. Coinciding 
with this, the GLA will be re-evaluating its Belt 
during 2014.

ADS2 provides a framework for projects 
that confront the future of London. We 
therefore invite students to work not with a 
physical site but with a legislative one, the 
city’s Metropolitan Green Belt.

We will work collectively to systematically 
understand, for the first time since its creation, 
what the Green Belt is, how it is used, whose 
interests it serves and whose it limits. This 
research, of national significance, will be 
exhibited and published as a collective work. 

In parallel, students will develop proposals 
that challenge, critique and speculate upon 
the Metropolitan Green Belt and which re-
establish it as a work of design, from the scale 
of building to the scale of national policy. 

No programme is specified for the final 
thesis project, except that it is somehow 
sited (literally and/or ideologically) within 
the Green Belt. Otherwise, no physical site is 
specified and proposals might be at any scale. 
Regardless of the scale or scope of their thesis 
proposal, all students will be asked to explore 
the consequences of their proposition at the 
scale of architecture.

The Green Belt will be subject to review in 
January 2014 as part of a series of revisions to 
the London Plan. Students’ work therefore has 
the chance to be highly topical and applied, 
through collaborations with Stewart Murray at 
the Greater London Authority and others.

INTRODUCTION

FINAL THESIS PROJECT
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DAVID KNIGHT

David Knight is a designer and author, 
and director of  DK-CM, an architecture and 
research studio based in London. He is a tutor 
and PhD student at the Royal College of Art.

David’s critical and design work has been 
exhibited internationally, at the 13th Venice 
Architecture Biennale, The Architecture 
Foundation, The Berlage Instititute, Barbican 
Art Gallery and the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. He writes widely on the built 
environment.

@knight_david
dk-cm.com

CHARLES HOLLAND

Charles Holland is an architect, writer and 
teacher. He is a director of the London based 
architecture practice FAT, whose work includes 
housing, cultural and education buildings. He 
is a visiting professor at Yale University and 
was formerly a design tutor at the University 
of Creative Arts, Canterbury.

Charles writes about architecture and 
design for various magazines and blogs at 
fantasticjournal.blogspot.com.

@fatcharlesh
fashionarchitecturetaste.com
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FINN WILLIAMS

Finn Williams is an architect-turned-planner 
based in London. Finn worked for Rem 
Koolhaas in Rotterdam and General Public 
Agency before setting up Common Office, an 
independent practice working with planning, 
politics, and the public.

Finn’s work has been exhibited at the 
10th Venice Architecture Biennale, Tate 
Modern, Architecture Foundation, Berlage 
Institute, Museum of Finnish Architecture and 
Warsaw Museum of Modern Art. His writing 
has been published in many journals and 
magazines including mono.kultur, Hunch, and 
L’Architecture d’Aujord’hui.

From January 2009 Finn was deputy team 
leader of Placemaking at Croydon Counci. 
In October 2013 he joined the GLA as 
Regeneration Area Manager for North, West 
and Central London.

@commonoffice
www.commonoffice.co.uk


