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A central paradox of the Metropolitan Green 
Belt is that its extent has been scrupulously 
mapped, researched and analysed in relation 
to potential development, but it has never 
been scrutinised as a territory in its own right. 

Working collectively, ADS2 will produce 
the first analysis of what the Green Belt actually 
is and what it contains. You are asked to 
research, quantitatively and qualitatively, what 
the Green Belt facilitates and what it excludes; 
its character, geography, society, form, law, 
economy and culture. 

This research will be exhibited and 
published as a collective work. It will also 
form vital information to shape and inform 
your individual projects. It will prevent 
generalisation, enable precision of observation, 
and challenge assumptions.

The first task will be to establish a communal 
system of recording data, in the form of a 
shared dropbox and mapping. A physical map 
of the whole green belt, overlaid on OS data, 
should also be set up on the 6th Floor. You 
should work together to get this task done as a 
matter of urgency.

The second task will be to get together on 
the 5th November as a research group and 
establish together the research categories to 
be pursued and the scale(s) at which they will 
be documented. These will then be divided 
among second year students who will then 
become the ‘owner’ of this task (not the sole 
author of the work!) for the duration of the 
project. Some of these categories will be 
obvious and generic, others will be specific, 
idiosyncratic and particular – to the territory 
or tuned to your own interests.

The research will need to culminate prior to 
Finn’s workshop in mid November, but it may 
need to be developed further along specific 
lines of enquiry through subsequent weeks. 
We will publish and exhibit our findings at the 
Work-in-Progress show in February.

Some possible categories: Population 
Density ; House Size (m2); House Prices (£); 
Area Golf Course (%); Area Car Parking (%); 
Area actually ‘Green’ (%); Land Uses; Recent 
Planning Consents; Average Salary (£); Areas 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty; Conservation 
Areas; Experian Mosaic Classifications; Types 
of Food Production; Political Control etc…

BRIEF 1.3
GREEN BELT ATLAS
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This brief will run in parallel to Brief 1.2 
and together they will take you up to the 
first workshop run by FW beginning on 21 
November November.

31 October Tutorials DK+CH (these are 
voluntary due to Across RCA, please make a 
schedule and circulate. First years and tutors 
will attend Helix meeting with Jeremy Myerson 
at 1:30)

5 November PM Research Meeting, 2pm – 
to establish research priorities DK

7 November PM Tutorials DK

12 November PM Tutorials CH

14 November Tutors not present (first year 
juries, tutorials may be possible...!)

19 November PM Tutorials DK

21 November PM Workshop Briefing 
FW+CH+DK

Following the workshop, there will be time 
to refine your work, present to an invited jury 
of critics, and then begin developing a draft 
thesis brief in the run up to the end of term.

SOME INSPIRATION

RESOURCES

TIMETABLE


