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The Metropolitan Green Belt (MGB) is a 
space of exclusion, one defined negatively 
(what you can’t do there) rather than positively 
(what is actually there). It is an absence rather 
than a presence, a conceptual gap between 
city and suburb.

Your first task is to confront this absence in 
the most direct way possible by heading out 
into it. You are to visit your chosen area within 
the MGB for 24 hours. This is intended as a 
‘first-hit’ immersive experience in what will 
inevitably be a fraction of the area you will 
ultimately be looking at. You should use it as a 
way of gathering immediate data, impressions, 
samples, materials and experiences that will 
form part of a ‘Field Guide’ to your section of 
the MGB. 

The visit could take many forms and the 
amount and nature of the information that you 
bring back is entirely up to you. As a way of 
getting you started here are some suggestions 
for the kind of approaches and tactics you 
might employ:

A motorway journey stopping at every 
service station en-route including an overnight 
stay in a Travel Tavern (‘all-you-can-eat’ salad 
bar optional).

Visit a series of specific map references 
based on random or chance-based techniques 
and make sound recordings of them.

Visit and film recently built show-homes in 
your area. 

Get off the train at a randomly chosen stop 
and start walking.

Your visit must last 24 hours and will 
therefore (presumably) involve you finding 
somewhere to stay. It is important to note 
that your choice of venue is critical! You 
may choose to pitch a tent at the back of an 
industrial estate or stay in a 5 star spa hotel 
or dance alone in a field until dawn, but you 
need to consider this as part of the overall 
experience.

Following this first visit, we expect that you 
will undertake a number of follow-up visits 
that will be more considered and strategic so 
don’t over-think this task. There is no right or 
wrong way to do it and you won’t be held 
to either the specific places or the issues that 
come out of it. It is simply about immersing 
yourself in a part of the culturally fascinating, 
strategically vital and yet heavily opaque 
nature of the MGB.

BRIEF 1.1
24 HOURS IN THE GREEN BELT
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Some references for techniques:-

Learning From Las Vegas, 1972, Izenour, 
Venturi & Scott Brown. MIT Press.

Twenty-Six Gasoline Stations, 1962, Ed 
Ruscha

World Series, 1968- The Boyle Family
Thames Dig, 1999, Mark Dion

The People of Providence, 1979, Tony 
Parker

Swandown, Andrew Kotting
Seven Walks, Francis Alys
Kent Walk, 2012, and The Way to the 

Mountains Starts Here, 2002, Hamish Fulton
Sciezka (Pfad), 2007, Pawel Althamer

You have until Tuesday 22nd to undertake 
the trip. On Tuesday afternoon, one of us will 
hold tutorials with you to discuss the nature 
of your findings. On Thursday afternoon, 2nd 
years will pin up and present these findings 
as a record of your trip (1st years welcome!) 
As the above suggests, these findings can take 
any form: a film, a sound recording, a map, a 
series of oil paintings…..

Following this we would like you to develop 
your Field-Guide which will be the subject of 
the next brief. 

This initial process will also, in time, inform 
a collective discussion of what we all, as a 
studio, will need to research for our collective 
mapping of the MGB.

Finally, don’t do anything stupid, illegal or 
physically dangerous. Be adventurous in your 
intellectual and conceptual approach but be 
sensible!

Ok, enjoy your trips! We look forward to 
seeing the results next week.  

1st Years
As well as accompanying a 2nd year into 

the wilds (or not) of the MGB, you need to 
begin the Helix Project. There is a site visit 
arranged for this Friday 18th – details have 
already been circulated.

We will have initial tutorials for this on 
Thursday morning.

REFERENCES

TIMETABLE
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BEN, Anthony
NORTH-EAST

ANDY, Aga, Guy
SOUTH-EAST

WILL, Adam, Taylan
SOUTH-CENTRAL

ROWAN, Soon Min, Holly
NORTH-WEST

AMELIA, Daniel
SOUTH-WEST


